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to re-mount and chase the enemy. This was impossible
in the circumstances, since the horses had been discarded
earlier in the day and were now out of reach. Instead of
contenting themselves with the happy results hitherto
achieved, the foolhardy Christians pursued the fleeing men
on foot uphill. This marked the turn of the tide. On
reaching the summit and seeing Bayezid's forty thousand
Sipahis, they were seized with dismay and the 'lion in them
turned into a timid hare'.1 In a state of utter exhaustion
and within easy reach of a formidable foe, their confusion
was great and many fell down the steep ascent and lost
their lives while others remained in the field and fought
to the end. Jean de Vienne, admiral of France, vigorously
defended the banner of Notre-Dame of which he was the
bearer. Six times the banner fell and six times he raised
it again before his death. When the Admiral's body was
found later in the day, his hand still clutched the great
ensign whose defence had cost him his life.2 As the
Turkish swordsmen approached Jean de Nevers, a number
of faithful retainers surrounded him and implored the
attackers to spare his life. Their request was granted, but
Jean was carried into captivity.3
In order to estimate the part played by the Hungarians
in the battle of Nicopolis, we must return to its earlier
stages. Sigismund had arranged his line of battle in
the rear independently and without any communication
or co-ordination with the foreigners who occupied the van.
Although he knew that they had marched alone against the
enemy, the King remained in the dark as to their further
movements. After the rout of the Turkish irregulars
and the dismounting of the Western Christians, the horses
were left behind without control. A stampede fol-
lowed with disastrous results. At the sight of riderless
horses, the Hungarians became convinced that the alien
troops had been defeated, and this unmasked the real senti-
ments of the disloyal contingents and caused great confusion
in the loyal ranks. Laczkovid and Mircea who com-
manded the right and left wings retired from the field
1 Religieux, II, 510.                2 ib.,.II, 514-15; Froissgjt, XV, 318,
a Nitopolif, 91-2.